Minutes – January General Assembly Meeting
The meeting started at 08:16 with a speech from the president who apologized for the last start. He
thanked the hosting committee for hosting MECA Toronto's very first meeting of the year 2015 and
invited Mr. Arrey Austin to pray an opening prayer.
Mr. Arrey Austin prayed and thanked the Lord almighty for bringing MECA Toronto together. He called
onto the Lord to take over control.
The agenda was read by the president and moved by Mr. Arrey Austin and Mr. Akat. Then, Ms. Tabe
Dorothy, representing the host committee thanked everybody for coming and encouraged everyone to
enjoy the food and drinks. She went further to advice the members to be there for one another, to love
one another and she invited whosoever is unhappy about anything in MECA not to stay back but to
come forth so that things can be sorted out.
After her speech, the minutes of the last meeting was read by the assist. Sec. Gen.
After the reading of the minutes, the assist. Sec. Gen was advised not to use only the first name of the
members when stating them down in the minutes. The format should be Mr or Mrs. and then the last
and first name and not just the first name. After these conclusions, the minutes was later adopted by
Mr. Arrey Austin and Aunty Vicky.
As matters arising from the minutes, members wanted to know if the letter to Kumba had been send.
The response was negative to the total astonishment of the general assembly (GA). The president
apologized and promised that he will meet with Mr. Arrey Austin and with Ms. Tabe Dorothy and they
will draft the letter and send it to Kumba before the next GA meeting.
About those who were supposed to pay $10 for not taking part in the cleaning of the hall, the president
informed the GA that he has the list and that about 40% of those on the list had not paid and he was
confused about how to make them pay given the fact that it is very difficult to make members honor
their basic financial obligations in the first place. The GA agreed that members should check with the
financial sec. The financial sec. will inform members about how much they are owing.
Next on the agenda was the introduction of new members and visitors. Ms. Lois Parker introduced
herself as Mr. Tabe Ezekiel’s fiancée.
That was followed by a 20min food Break.
After the break, members were asked to respect their financial obligations and pay their dues.
Next on the agenda was the discussion about the hosting list. This list was distributed to members. Each

hosting group on the list has a host lead that is responsible for all hosting issues of that hosting
committee. The list will also be posted on the website. The VP will be responsible for the list. Members
are responsible to switching with other members according to their convenience.
After this, the GA started discussions about the constitution. Mr. Eyong distributed a draft copy of the
constitution and asked if anybody had any concern or reservation about the constitution. The GA was
given some time to go through the constitution and put forth their concerns. There were no comments.
The GA then congratulated the constitution committee for the work well done. The constitution was
later voted as follows 16 for, 0 against and 0 neutral.
Next on the agenda was feedback from the December kids’ party. The president informed the GA that
MECA applied for both toys and gift cards but MECA did not get gift cards so the meeting gave out cash
to the older kids. Furthermore, an additional $200 was spent on hall decoration. It was also
acknowledged that members left too early and did not stay long enough to enjoy the music which MECA
paid for. The following recommendations were made:
-The Christmas party should be for the kids only and therefore should not run late in the night
-The kids should not be exposed to gross music and dancing
-The party should be alcohol free
-The kids should be thought our culture
The other feedback was that people do not get involved when MECA is organizing events. Members are
encouraged to participate fully in the organization of MECA events from the beginning to the end. The
GA also agreed that it will not be a bad idea to pay for services that we need if we cannot provide them
ourselves.
Next on the agenda was upcoming projects and one of the project that was suggested was the creation
of a calendar for MECA. Further discussion on this issue will be held.
Next was other matters, some members advised the GA to look deeply into the fact that during wake
keepings, some MECA members would attend but they would not contribute financially as they are
expected to.
The GA also agreed that as from next meeting, the financial report should be presented and the
proceeds collected during the meeting should be included in the minutes.
Meeting members thanked the president for the Christmas party photos he emailed. His efforts and that
of those who helped organize the Christmas party were greatly appreciated.
A total of $295 was collected during the meeting, sinking fund - $60, debt - $220 and other - $15.
The meeting was adjourned to about 11:45pm.

